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Letter of Andrew Jackson to Governor John 
Reynolds of Illinois 



The following original letter was found in the archives of 
the State of Illinois and was deposited by the secretary of 
state in the Illinois State Historical Library. It was written 
a short time previous to the Black Hawk War and relates 
to the threatened Indian uprising in Illinois. 

Washington, D. C., July 16, 1831. 
Sir, 

Your favor of the 15th ulto (postmarked 22d) has this mo- 
ment come to hand, apprising me of the measures taken by 
you on being "informed that a band of the Sac Indians had 
actually invaded the State near Bock Island, and that the citi- 
zens were in imminent danger. " Various rumors on the sub- 
ject have reached here within a day or two past, through the 
papers and other channels ; but this is the first official intelli- 
gence I have received. 

I lose no time in requesting, that you will, at your earliest 
convenience, make a report on this invasion, stating the num- 
ber of Indians, their deportment, pretensions and acts; and 
showing the necessity for calling out the Militia, and the num- 
ber ordered, in addition to the Begular Force on the frontier. 
A copy of your correspondence with Genl. Gaines is also 
desired. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully 
Yr. obt. Servt. 

Andrew Jackson. 

His Excy. John Beynolds, 

Governor of Illinois. 



